O n October 19, 2005, in a former presidential palace that had been hastily refurbished to resemble a respectable courtroom, Saddam Hussein went on trial. The case brought against Hussein and his seven co-defendants was based on events in the town of al-Dujayl in 1982, where Hussein's regime countered an assassination attempt on its leader with the execution of 148 people. But these will not be the last charges filed against top figures in the old regime. The Supreme Iraqi Criminal Tribunal has jurisdiction to try crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes committed during the period of Ba'thist rule between 1968 and 2003, which include the chemical attack on the Kurdish village of Halabja in 1988, the invasion of Kuwait in 1990 and the repression of the Shi'i uprising in southern Iraq in 1991. It is still unclear how many of the crimes of which the old regime is accused will actually be prosecuted. On April 4, 2006, however, the prosecution team announced that charges related to the Anfal genocide against the Kurds in 1987-1988, a campaign that included the Halabja attack, will be brought after the al-Dujayl verdict, which is expected in August.
The progress of the trial so far has left a pertinent question unanswered. Why is Hussein not standing trial for biological and chemical weapons attacks on Iranian soldiers and civilians during the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war? That these gross violations of international norms will probably not be taken up by the tribunal reveals the international and domestic politics involved in the trial. To be more precise: Saddam Hussein's war crimes can only be fully addressed if the court uncovers the collusion of Western firms and governments with Hussein's illicit weapons programs during the 1980s. Let us hope, given that intrusive political context, that at the end of the trial we are not shocked by what we partly suspect: that an opportunity for regional reconciliation in the wider Persian Gulf area has been lost, that the trial has reproduced Iraq as a place of imperial competition, and that history has denied the Iraqi people the opportunity to engage the past to lend speech to those voices which would constitute the new, post-Ba'thist civil society. Let us hope, in short, that the trial does not create yet another discontinuity in the history of the country.
saddam's american alchemists
Although the Scud missile attacks on Israel in 1991 were also serious breaches of the laws of war, Saddam Hussein's violations of established international norms were more profound during the Iran-Iraq war.
1 There is now conclusive evidence for both the degree of Saddam Hussein's non-conventional warfare against Iran and the international support provided to this end. In March 2003, the Guardian revealed that the British company uhde was also involved in the Falluja chemical plant, which was central to Iraq's chemical warfare arsenal during a period when "senior officials recorded in writing that Saddam Hussein was actively gassing his opponents." uhde received the contract to supply a chlorine plant in December 1984, agreeing to pay its German intermediary a commission of almost one million pounds. uhde, which is based in Hounslow, west of London, had only a handful of employees, and was run by German executives. It was wholly owned by a German firm of the same name, headquartered in Dortmund. This sister company, in turn, was at the time a subsidiary of the German chemical giant Hoechst.
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The documents made available to the Guardian also showed that then Trade Minister Paul Channon rejected a strong plea from the foreign minister, richard Luce, who argued that the deal would ruin Britain's image in the world. "I consider it essential everything possible be done to oppose the proposed sale," Luce pleaded, "and to deny the company concerned [Export Credit Guarantee Department] 1987 and 1988 . According to Francona, the uS "believed the Iraqis were using mustard gas all through the war, but that was not as sinister as nerve gas…. They started using tabun [a nerve gas] as early as 1983 or 1984, but in a very limited way. They were probably figuring out how to use it. And in 1988, they developed sarin." Francona also revealed that the reagan administration provided "planning assistance" for the successful Iraqi offensive on the Faw peninsula in 1988. "When I was walking around," Francona told the Guardian, "I saw atropine injectors lying around. We saw decontamination fluid on vehicles," he elaborated, " [but] there were no insects. There was a very quick response from Washington saying, 'Let's stop our cooperation,' but it didn't last long-just weeks."
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International collusion with Iraq's war efforts confirmed the impression of the Ba'thist regime that they had been granted a free rider role, creating the paradox that by using "Iraq to wear Iran down," as raymond Hinnebusch puts it, the cooperative norms and institutions of international society itself were rendered useless, manipulated to function according to the overarching leitmotif of preventing Iranian advances. 21 In turn, this compromised the authority of the international commu- Palestine and Israel, 1993-2005 Edited by JOEL BEININ and REBECCA L. STEIN "It is no small task to disentangle the intricate threads of Palestine-Israel relations as these have developed in the recent tumultuous years. These expert essays approach this goal from varied perspectives and with rich insight into the internal workings of the societies themselves, and the international framework in which their confrontations have evolved. If there is to be a resolution to these painful conflicts, and the misery they are inflicting, it will have to be based on comprehensive understanding of the kind that these inquiries provide, with impressive success." -Noam Chomsky, Massachusetts Institute of Technology "This is a critical and comprehensive guide to political and cultural developments in Israel and Palestine in the last decade. Some of the most informed and insightful analysts writing today allow us finally to see clearly what official media and politicians have obscured." -Lila Abu-Lughod, Columbia University nity to act as a restraining force during the war and thereafter. 
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The route to any coherent understanding of our time runs through the issues addressed in this collection of essays: the political meaning of Islam, the relation of the West to the Islamic world, the new form of imperialism signaled first by the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan and now by the U.S. occupations of Afghanistan and Iraq, and the intractable conflict over Palestine. This volume brings together Gilbert Achcar's major writings on these issues.
